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EVERY thing which can tend 
to throw light on the ob- 


ſcure meaſures for ſome time 
purſued by the Miniſter, mult 
be intereſting to thoſe, who, not 
enſlaved by a blind confidence, 


are defirous of information, and 


ſuſpend their approbation or cen- 
A 2 ſure 


| 4 

ſure of Government, till they 
have deliberately examined the 
proceedings of thoſe by whom 


it is conducted. 


The two papers, of which a 
tranſlation is ſubjoined, have 
been publiſhed for ſome months 
at Warſaw : If read with atten- 
tion, they explain a vaſt num- 
ber of doubts, and afford freſh 
proofs to corroborate all that 
has been advanced, reſpecting 
the errors of the political ſyſtem 
lately adopted by our Admini- 
ſtration. 


The 


(v) 

The firſt of theſe papers has 
evidently only been written to 
introduce a confidential note, 
circulated by the Engliſh Mi- 
niſter at Warſaw, aſcribed to ous 
Court. This note is really cu- 
. rious, it diſcovers the ſpirit of 
our Court, and though pub- 
liſhed in a foreign language, * 
one may eaſily perceive the lan- 
guage of the Maſter, every 
where there breathes that tone 
which charaQerizes our Prime 
Miniſter, and fuits that part of 


= The Memorial on the Preſent State 
of Poland was publiſhed in the Poliſh lan- 
guage, and in a ſort of Angliciſed-French. 


Dictator, 


- 


1 
Dictator, which he performs 
with ſuch brilliant ſucceſs. 


The ſecond piece is a reply 
to this performance; the only 
obſervation which J ſhall make 
upon this work, in which may 
be found the energy of truth, 
and the ſentiments of a regene- 
rated patriotiſm, is, that amidſt 
the complaints and cenſure 
which the author throws out 
upon the Engliſh politics, he 
preſerves his reſpect for the Bri- 
tiſh nation, and however he may 
be warmed with his ſubje&, does 


not confound a valuable nation 
in 


( vii ) 
in thoſe courtly intrigues, which 
might diſgrace a people of leſs 
eſtabliſhed reputation. 


It is for thoſe whoſe opinion 
can influence the conduct of 
Adminiſtration to determine, 
whether, on the one hand, our 
riches are inexhauſtible, and 
fully adequate to the expence 
of a ſucceſſion of unneceſſary 
armaments, and on the other, 
whether that reputation for juſ- 
tice and equity, which have in- 
ſpired reſpect for the Engliſh 
name in all parts of the globe, 
can be preſerved, if our Court 


perſiſt in its intrigues. | 
MEMO- 


* 11 — — 
= 


> > nem — ere ũ—UU—]—]—]—[—kmn Hp —— — . T— 
8 
* 
" 2 


wh. 4s — 4 ⁵˙ꝓ— ꝛZ— “a, Ä —_—_— — —— oa, * —— 
3 N Py . 7 * 4 - 4 
* > 7 { 


1 > g "Ig 'S© 


I ENTREAT all, into whoſe hands 

this publication may fall, to peruſe it 
with attention; I had much rather they 
would throw it into the fire, than flightly 


ſkim over the contents. It is not, un- 


doubtedly, that it contains any thing ab- 
ſtract, or of difficult comprehenſion, but 
becauſe it is of the greateſt importance, 
and at the fame time the fruit of much 
reflection. | 


Amidſt 


(..5..) 

| Amidſt the great variety of opinions 
and intereſts which have diſtracted Po- 
land, fince the commencement of the 
preſent Diet, two leading facts have ap- 
| peared to me to ariſe, and place them- 
ſelves in the moſt ſtriking point of view : 
the one is a decided and general averſion . 
for the yoke of Ruſſia, and the other an 
equal diſtruſt of Pruſſia. The former 1s 
certainly well-founded, and the latter is 
not leſs natural. Divided between the 
two ſentiments of hatred and fear, the | 
Republic, fince eighteen months, began 
anxiouſly to ſeek the ſupport of a third 
Power, which could have no intereſt to 


injure it. Tt turned its eyes to England ; 


it made ſucceſſive overtures to the Court 


of London, to induce it to take an in- 
I tereſt 


4 


63 
tereſt in its affairs. With this view it 
aſſociated the Miniſter of this Court at 
Warſaw in all the conferences held be- 
tween the Deputation of Foreign Affairs 
and the Pruſſian Envoy ; it even withed 
him to be preſent and aſſiſting in theſe 
negociations, which related to Pruſſia and 
Poland alone. It appeared, in fine, to 
found all its views of fafety on a com- 


- * = - - 


England. 


No ſooner had the Convention of Reich- 
enbach taken place, than all at once the 
confidence of our country in Great Bri- 
tain diſappeared. Some malicioufly diſ- 
poſed perſons, and ſuperficial politicians, 
entirely ignorant of the general poſition 

B 2 of 


(4) 
of the affairs of Europe, as well as 
of the part which Providence had al- 
lotted England (become by the troubles 


of France the Ruling Power *) to per- 


form, imputed to it the imaginary wrong 
of having oppoſed the re-union of Ga- 
licia to the Republic: as if this nation, 
charged with the pacification of the whole 
world, ought to render its ſyſtem ſubſer- 
vient to the views of thoſe who deſired 
the aggrandizement of a country already 


too extenſive for its form of goyernment. 


[* It is a falſe aſſertion, which could only pro- 
ceed from ignorance and a ſilly vanity ; for rela- 
tively to England, France has neyer been the 
Ruling Power in Europe : it was, it is true, the 
moſt intriguing and the moſt deteſted; and, in 
ſpite of the preſent Adminiſtration, the Engliſh 
will never agree to replace France in the ſame 
odious point of view, in which, happily for the 
pnjverſe, it has now ceaſed to appear.) 


The 


i 


( 5) 

The Court of London acted more 
wiſely ; it conſidered how Poland, inſtead 
of augmenting its territory, might ren- 
der it of more value, as ſhall preſently 
be ſhewn ; namely, the liberty of com- 
merce acroſs the Pruſſian States would be 
effectually a compenſation for all that the 
Pruſſian nation had loſt by the Treaty of 
Partition, But it was neceſſary, chat for 
ſo valuable a compenſation a facrifice 
ſhould be made: and of what? of what 
it ſcarcely can be ſaid to poſſeſs; of a 
city ſeparated from its port; of a city 
become wretched and deſperate by its 
ſovereignty ; in fine, of a city, whoſe 
communication by the Viſtula will be 
entirely cut off, at the end of ſome 


years, by thoſe banks of ſand (it is a 


noto- 


C9 -3 
notorious fat) which the extreme 
wretchedneſs into which it has fallen 
does not permit it to remove; and the 
plan was rejected before it was known, 


] proceed to explain. 


The Engliſh Miniſter having ſome 
months received inſtructions from Lon- 
don to ſound the States on the ceſſion of 
Dantzick to Pruſſia, with a view of ef- 
fecting the ſo much wiſhed-for treaty 
of commerce, did not think it prudent 
to make the propoſal directly to the na- 
tion ſo lately exaſperated on this ſubject 
by the Court of Berlin, He commu- 
nicated the ideas of his Court to ſome 
perſons of more enlightened minds, and 


depended upon them in order to give 
them 


C72 
them weight. It happened that a copy 


of theſe ideas falling into the hands of | 


ſome malignant people, were entirely 
diſtorted and perverted, and repreſented 
as containing not only the ceſſion of 
Dantzick to Pruſſia, but likewiſe of a 
part of Great Poland. Nothing more 
was neceſſary to produce a general alarm; 
and a clauſe added in the moſt precipitate 
manner to the Cardinal Law contained 
in Article IV. of the plan of the New 
Conſtitution, has been in all appearance 
the immediate conſequence.* | 

* With reſpe@ to this clauſe I will venture to 
ſay, either the Diet had a right to paſs it into a 
law without conſulting the nation, or it had not. 
If it had, it can by the ſame power, if it ſhall 
think proper, abrogate it to-morrow : if it had 


not, it has exceeded its powers: in the firſt caſe 
the clauſe is revocable, and in the fecond it is null. 


There 


= — we re, —_}_— — — — A 


SY 

There has likewiſe fallen into my 
hands a copy of this Confidential Note ; 
and I think that I cannot better ſerve my 
country, the Court from whom it pro- 
ceeded, and the Miniſter by whom it was 
drawn up, than by rendering it as pub- 
lic as poſſible. It was conceived in the 


following terms : 


CONFIDENTIAL NorE.“ 


« Tt will appear from the nature of 
this writing, that it is not employed 
„ as the vehicle of any ſort of propo- 
“ ſitions: without being ſuppoſed to 
« proceed from official authority, it is 


* Univerſally aſcribed at Wacſaw to the Engliſh 
Miniſter, 


e ſimply 


CF 
« ſimply intended to ſubmit to a ſmall 


* number of enlightened patriots, ſome = 


* reflections which occur to the mind 
& of the Miniſter of a Court friendly to 
„the Republic. 


The reports which perſons ill-affe&- 
ed towards the King of Pruſſia have fo 
“ infidiouſly ſpread, relative to his views 
„ upon Dantzick and Thorn, have at laſt 
e ceaſed; and they are forced todo juſtice 
« to the integrity and moderation of the 


* Prince on this ſubject. Whatever deſire 


he might have had to make the acquiſi- 
< tion, it never has been, and never could 
* be, otherwiſe than with the full inclina- 
« tion and conſent of the Poliſh them- 


ſelves. 


C 6 There 


( 10 ) 


There is at preſent. in agitation a 


18 commercial arrangement, which ought 
6 to be produQtive of advantage to four 
5 « great powers, England, Holland, Pruſ- 
0 « ſia, and Poland. The undertaking i 18 
e vaſt, but the circumſtances are favoura- 
ble. The alienation of England from 
« Ruſſia, fo juſt and well- founded, has 
ſuggeſted to her the means of with- 


40 drawing herſelf from a ſpecies of de- 
e pendence, in which ſhe has long been 
“ held, by the monopoly of this laſt 
« power, eſtabliſhed upon the greater. 
« number of thoſe articles which are ne- 


„ ceflary to her marine. 


Poland affords all that is furniſhed by 
„ Ruſſia, and abounds with natural pro- 


6 ductions; 
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duftiphs: but it cannot reach the ſea 


with theſe productions, in order to ex- 
change them for Engliſh manufactures, 
without a great diminution of the duties 
with which it is loaded on its way, by 
the King of Pruſſia. It is neceſſary, 


then, that this obſtacle ſhould be re- 


moved, in order to open a commercial 
communication between England and 
Poland. | 


The ſame obſervation applies, though 
in leſs extent, to Holland. Pruſſia 
would not, perhaps, oppoſe theſe views, 


were it not apprehenſive of the de- 


rangement of a ſyſtem of finance, faulty 
and inveterate in the extreme, but 


which, however, muſt always be ſup- 


CE 2 66 ported, 


* ( 12 ) 
e ported. We ought to be juſt; ſurely 
« we are indebted to a Prince who is 
willing to take to pieces a great ma- 
„ chine, none of whoſe conſtituent parts 
“ have hitherto been found deficient, in 
4 order to find a better, and ſubſtitute 
& another, with which he and his na- 
tion are but little acquainted, and againſt 
© which they muſt have many preju- 
„ dices. . The Pruſſian monarchy is 
<+ ſupported on the baſis (as is every go- 
* yernment where money is the primum 
« mobile) of its finances, and this original 
6 foundation, which has been laid by 
„the predeceſſors of the reigning mo- 
« narch, has been fitted and adjuſted to 
* the form of the edifice which they 
wiſhed to erect, namely, a martial and 


2 6 yidto- 


C3 Fi 
« victorious monarchy. * This ſpecies 
« of political exiſtence r&quired that 
« there ſhould always be the means 


&* of defraying expences occaſioned by 


« ſchemes of conqueſt, and did not ad- 
* mit of that delay which is neceſſary 
10 to reap the advantages of good and 
« ſound ſpeculations of commerce, whoſe 


e ſucceſs always depends on peace and 


66 perſeverance. The preſent King in- 
4 herited this ſyſtem of finance, where 


every part of the revenue, even to the 


e laſt ſhilling, is appropriated beforehand, 


[* It is a truth which has unluckily eſcaped 
Mr. H“, and which ſhews how well-founded 
was the opinion of thoſe, who diſapproved of the 
alliance of England with Pruſſia, a power conſti- 
tutionally conquering, and which of conſequence 
injures commerce, and kindles wars.] 


&« with 
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( 14 ) 

« with his crown itſelf; and no won⸗ 
&« der that he and his miniſters ſhow a 
M degree of repugnance, with regard to 
ec any meaſure which may tend to affect 


6 Jt; 


« It is neceſſaty, then, to proceed 
&« with much caution and moderation, 
in order to perſuade the King of Pruſſia 
* adopt a different ſyſtem, with re- 
. gard to his finance, even though it 
« could be proved that that ſyſtem 
«© would be attended with ſuperior ad- 
« yantages. Such is the force of habit 


« and prejudice ! 


Since the treaty of alliance of Po- 
4% land with Pruſſia, there has been al- 


60 ways 


* ways in agitation a new arrangement 
« of commerce between the two coun- 
& tries; or rather a redreſs of the 
% grievances under which Poland now 
* Jabours, upon this head. There is no 
doubt that in this reſpect the King of 
Pruſſia would moſt readily fulfil his 
« promiſe. But the life of Princes, 
* like thoſe of other men, is preca- 
* rious, and another King, with other 
«+ Miniſters, might ſucceed, and over- 
turn the work of equity and modera- 
<« tion. Poland, in its preſent ſtate, is, 
* and muſt long continue weak, in com- 
„ pariſon of Pruſſia, and of conſequence 
„ will always ſtand in need of ſome 
« ſupport. It is in this point of view 
that we would barely ſuggeſt to the 

*© wiſdom 


( 16 ) 
„% wiſdom of thoſe, who are at the head 
„ of the Poliſh government, the baſis - 


of a commercial arrangement, which 


«« appears to promiſe great, and, what 
« is ſtill more, permanent advantages to 
*© thoſe who accede to it. 


« To compenſate to Pruſſia the dif. 


advantages which it muſt experience 


« from a change in the ſyſtem of its 
4 finance, would it not be expedient to 
« make to it a ceſſion of Dantzick, as 
forming part of a treaty of commerce, 
„ in which the Allies and Poland ſhall be 
« jomtly concerned, and mutually gua- 
e rantee to each other the ſtipulations 


& of the treaty ?—Namely; to Pruſſia, 
« the poſſeſſion of Dantzick ;—to Po- 
| | | 4 land, 


(C5174 
„land, the right of tranſporting its 


* commerce over the Pruſſian dominions 
«© (by the ports of Dantzick, Elbing, 
% Konigſberg, and Memel) upon the 
* payment of moderate duties of con- 
% veyance,—and to England and Hol- 
« land, the liberty of importing and 
« exporting ſuch articles as they may 
* find convenient, upon payment of 


the ſame duties. 


« The moment that England ſhall 
« conſent to guarantee the ſtipulation 


„of a treaty to Poland, with whateyer 


© power that treaty may be formed, it 
« will neceſſarily take a direct intereſt 
in its affairs. This is what has al- 

"ws „ ways 
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* 
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(18) 
« ways appeared to de the wiſh of the 
% Poliſh nation. 


„Lot it be remarked, that if the 
preſent criſis be neglected, England 
& will probably be reconciled to Ruſlia, 
and continue by its immenſe com- 


* 


; *-merce, to augment the power of a 

&* country, which has always juſtly (and 

© now more than ever) been regarded 
as the natural and ſworn enemy of *' + 
% Poland,” 


6 


The only doubt, I think, which could 

ariſe about the contents of this note, by - 

thoſe into whoſe hands it fell, was re- 

ſpecting the guarantee of che maritime 
I powers, 1 


9 


( #9 ) 

powers, What, faid they, in caſe of an 
infraction of the projected treaty, will 
theſe powers conſent to take up arms on 
our ſide? Certainly ; there cannot be 
| found in favour of Poland any engage- 
ment more ſolemn, and more binding, 
than that of a guarantee, and if other 
powers hitherto have been contented with 
nothing more, it alſo ought to be fully 
ſatisfied, —But if there is nothing more 
facred for England than ſuch an engage- - 
ment, there is likewiſe nothin g more va- 
luable to it than its commerce, No bet- 
ter proof is neceſſary than the three mil- 
lions which have juſt been expended, to 
aſſert an intereſt of this ſort in the 
Southern Sea. 


D 2 But 


(# ) 

But flu, zn the dfrangeinent which is 
propoſed, there is a ſecurſty for Poland of 
a different nature, and againſt which 
there can be formed no objections. This 
ſecurity is intimately connected with the 
tranſaction, and proceeds from Pruſſia it- 
ſelf. When the Court of Berlin ſhall have 
once adopted the regulations of finance 
neceſſary to carry the new ſyſtem into 
execution, it will derive from this change 
a great part of its reyenue, and can no 
longer think of receding ; and this for the 
ſame reaſon which at preſent renders it 
ſo averſe to interfere with the order of 
things already eſtabliſhed. It will then 
perſevere in its engagements, from the 
| neceſſity which it ſhall be under of per- 


ſeverance. 


( 21 ) 
ſeverance.* The Miniſter who wrote 
the confidential note, already given at 
length, if it had not been addreſſed to 
perſons who were ſufficiently maſters of 
the ſubject, would, without doubt, have 
entered into ſome detail of the commer- 
cial and political advantages which it holds 
out in proſpect to Poland, I ſhall touch 


upon them in one word. 


In 


* To make this more clear. It is in the in- 
creaſed quantity of merchandize, which ſhall paſs 
through the ſtates of Pruſſia, that Pruſſia muſt 
find an augmentation of its revenues. Suppoſe 
its tarif on the Viſtula reduced from 12 to 4 per 
cent, as has been propoſed, and ſuppoſe in the | 
mean time, the commerce to have increaſed only 
in a quintuple proportion, there muſt refult a 
gain of 12 per cent. Experience of this advantage 
will infallibly confirm the new ſyſtem ;5 not- 
withſtanding the new hypotheſis of an increaſe 
of commerce in a quintuple proportion only is 
employed merely to eſtabliſh a propoſition, and 


15 


( 22 ) 
Inthe firſt. place, it is ĩmpoſſible that 
the Engliſh nation, which has neceſſari- 


ly one common intereſt with our repub- 


lie, and which is ſo enlightened reſpect- 
ing whatever relates to itſelf, can give us 
improper or pernicious advice. Setting 
out with this principle, I am of opinion 


chat we might with ſafety entruſt to it 


the care of our commercial concerns. I 
dare affirm, that it is better qualified than 
ourſelves to judge of the proper line of 
conduct which we ought i in this wipe? 
to purſue. * 

In 


is not certainly ſufficiently in favour of a ſyſtem 


of liberty, in oppoſition to that of exaction and 


oppreſſion. 


* Still farther to ſtrengthen this reaſoning 2 
Let i it be remembered, that to the intervention 
of the Court of London, at the Treaty of Par- 

| tition, 


a 


( 23 ) 

In fact, what would it recommend to 
us? Nothing leſs than in the firſt inſtance 
to participate, and in the ſequel probably 
to engroſs all the commerce of naval 
ſtores, with which it is ſupplied from 
Ruſſia, But is the value of this com- 
merce ſufficiently known ? Is it known 
that the articles, of which it conſiſts, 
bring annually per- advance four millions 
of ducats into the country? The aug- 
mentation of our money, the clearing of 

Our 


tition, Poland owes the preſervation of Dant- 
zick, It would then, excepting for its inter- 
ference, have been finally diſpoſed of, Now it 
adviſes its ceffion ; not becauſe the reciprocal in- 
tereſts of the two countries have experienced any 
alteration with reſpect to this city, but becauſe 
circumſtances have changed :—becauſe the pre- 
ſent King of Pruſſia is willing to liſten to propo- 
fitions of commerce, which were rejected by his 

predeceſſor, 


( 24 ) 
our foreſts, the improvement of our agri- 
culture, the increaſe of our induſtry ; 
ſuch are the objects to which we are in- 
vited by Great Britain, 


But there are ſtill greater advantages, 


which we may promiſe ourſelves from a 


8 connection with England; and it is to be 


preſumed, that if it ean be brought about, 
it will not be confined to the ſimple traf- 
fic of the productions and manufactures 
of the two countries. Poland will then 


have every reaſon to hope, that it 


predeceſſor, In a word, the intereſts of England 
and Poland are fo perfectly the ſame with reſpect 
to the preſervation or ceſſion of Dantzick, that 
the Court of London would never conſent to the 
arrangement propoſed, were not the Poliſh ta 
find in it their clear and decided advantage, 


will 


(25), 

will be invited to accede to the grand fe- 
derative chain, which may confirm and 
ſecure a long peace to dur hemiſphere: 
It will be placed among the number of 
the independent powers of Europe : it 
will be treated like a fiſter, and placed be- 
yond the reach of all foreign influence: 
In fine, tranquil; and free from appre- - 
henſſon reſpecting its political exiſtence 
and the ſecurity of its poſſeſſions, it may 
turn its attention to the reform of its civil 
conſtitution; and adopt that form of go- 
vernment which it / ſhall judge moſt 
| ſuitable: 


In order to be cotiviticed that we have 
nd other reſource than to form the moſt 
intimate connection poſſible: with Pruſſia 

| E and 


( 4s ) 

. and England, let us for Aa moment ſur- 
vey our actual ſituation. It will be per- 
ceived that it is impoſſible that we ſhould 

*exiſt by ourſelves ; that we are viewed 

with an evil eye, on account of our con- 
duct in Galicia, by the Court of Vienna, 

| and that we are regarded by Ruſſia as re- | 

| | bels, unworthy of all amneſty. Let 

| 5 us tremble then for the future, and be 

N perſuaded that the Court of Peterſburgh, 

| ll which but for us would be an Aſiatic 


#1 power, (if I may fo ſpeak) will only loſe 
| ſight of us in the Hſt extremity of its af- 
fairs. Defpairing of being able now to do- 
mineer over us, it will attempt by every 
ſpecies of intrigue and corruption, to 
embarraſs our affairs, and prevent us 
from doing any thing for our own ad- 
| 2 vantage. 


C 27 ) 

vantage. By ſuch means the diſorder 
may arrive to its height, and unfortunate 
Poland, ſunk beneath the oppreſſive 
yoke, will be forced to renounce for ever 
all proſpects of independence, goyern- 

ent, and commerce. The worſt of all 
reſources is certainly equally to neglect 
all thoſe means which preſent themſelves 


of improving our ſituation. 


_— 
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EXAMINATION, &c. 


HE anonymous author of a pams 
phlet, who begins with demanding 
the ſerious attention of his readers, who 


prefaces his work as the important fruit 


of long conſideration, ſuggeſts to the 
mind of every man of ſenſe, the happy 
idea of the philoſophical poet, Quid dig- 
num tanto feret hic promiſſor hiatu. He 
renounces himſelf all claim to indulgence: 


and if after having read his performance 
| with 


1 

wich the utmoſt poſſible attention, it is 
ſdund to be filled witlt falſe or random 
aſſertions, with pernicious advice, with 
abſurd projects, we ean only expreſs che 
ſentiments with which this peruſal muſt 
inſpire us, by adding the ſecond line of 
the paffige already quoted, Parturient 
Montes, &c. g | 

-mzq t 305 Tour wems MH 

In publiſhing the remarks which have 
occurred to me, on the opinions expreſſed 
in this Memorial, I am very far from in- 
dividually wiſhing to eſtabliſn a ſyſtem 
reſpecting the general opinions of my 
country, ſo elearly declared by the de- 
erees of the Diet. I may attempt to re- 
fute the dangerous falſities of an anbuy- 
mous writing, but I never will preſume 


( 33 ) 
umperiouſly to. dictate my counſels to a 
nation, aſſembled for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of examining its own intereſt, aud pro- 
viding for its welfare. It cannot eſcape 
obſervation, that there are now in the le- 
gillative body of the Republic, an aſſem- 
blage of the moſt enlightened ſpirits, and 
he muſt either be ſenſible of an amazing 
ſuperiority of intelle&, or be blinded very 
ſtrangely indeed by the vanity of talents, 
who, from the recefs of his cloſet, thall 
undertake to dictate laws to the univerſe. 


| The author ſets out with eſtabliſhing, 
« that two ſacts have ariſen amidſt the 
6 intereſts and opinions which have diſ- 
* trated Poland ſince the commence- 
* ment of this Diet; averſion to Ruſſia, 
N F and 


(34 ) 

6 and diſtruſt of Pruſſia, that the nation, 
“under the influence of theſe two ſen- 
« timents, has had for eighteen months 
5 recourſe to England, founding all its 
views of ſafety on a commercial and 
* political connection with this laſt 
66 power.“ 


It is not eaſy to conceive how the au- 
' thor can conſider thoſe facts which we 
have quoted, as by any means a reſult of 
that diſtraction under which Poland has 
laboured ſince the commencement of the 
Diet, and as facts, connected with the 
intereſts which have for two years en- 

gaged our attention, The ſentiments 
which a nation entertains for its neigh- 
n appear to me to have nothing tq 


fa 


( 35 ) 
do with its attempts to correct old abuſes 
to form laws; and eſtabliſh a wiſe admi- | 
niſtration ; ſuch are the objects which 
have principally occupied, and continue 
10 engage; the attention of the preſent 


Poland ought not to be a weak ſtate, 
but is ſo, from the nature of its govern- 
ment, and the enormous ſuperiority of 
the neighbouring powers. Theſe powers, 
then, it regards with that natural diſtruſt, 
which the weak feel towards the ſtrong, 
from whom they are apprehenſive of in- 
jury; but this diſtruſt is neither a diſ- 
covery of the author, nor a ſentiment of 
recent origin. It is dated from the period 
at which the changes that ſucceſſively 

F 2 | | bappened 


(36) 
happened in the poſition of the European + 
; powers, placed Pruſſia, Auſtria, and Ruſ- 
ſia in the ſituation in which they now 
ſtand with regard to Poland. This diſ- 
truſt. will always continue, till Poland 
ſhall chuſe as a friend and firm ally one 
of thoſe three powers, which has the 
leaſt complicated intereſts, which its 
ſituation, and the nature of things, have 
beſt adapted to our convenience, which 
has moſt intereſt in our preſervation, and 
which has leaſt need to aggrandize it- 
ſelf at our expence ; but if Poland was 
the only power en the earth, it would 
not be the leſs neceſſary to attend to thoſe 
objects which relate to its internal ſtate; 
there is the moſt ſtriking evidence, that 
2 _ will "O be different from 
— 22 7 thoſe 
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(37) 


thoſe which relate to its foreign po- 


I is equally difficult to comprehend 
why the author repreſents Poland as in a 
diſtracted ſtare, fince the commencement 
of the preſent Diet. The ſituation of 
all Poland is ſuch as directly refutes the aſ- 
ſertion. Europe has not yet recovered from 
its aſtoniſhment, at having ſeen a revo- 
lution take place in a country, with fo 
much tranquillity and order, where for- 
merly the ſmalleſt difference in opinion 
gave riſe to diſcord and confufion. If 
it is not that the author gives the name 
of diſtraftion to thoſe debates which 
ſometimes - roſe amidſt the National Aſ- 
ſembly, and which the public opinion 


i always 


( 38 ) 
always ſtifled, he will be forced to con- 
feſs that Poland has, on this occaſion, ſet 


an example worthy of being imitated by 


the moſt enlightened nations. The Po- 
liſh, without doubt, are liable to be de- 
ceived ; but, at leaſt, they have not ſealed 
their errors. 861 and carnage. 


The author — that it is 


as much from hatred of Ruſſia, as diſ- 
truſt of Pruſſia, that Poland has had for 
eighteen months, recourſe to England, 
This aſſertion, which the author brings 
forward with all the confidence of one 
completely maſter of the fact, might defy 
contradiction, if the period at which it 
was made did not carry with it the evi- 
dence of its falſity, The enthuſiaſtic at- 


tachment 


(399) 

tachment with which the Court of Pruſſia 
was eighteen months ſince regarded by 
the Poliſh, is univerſally known. The 
nation, ſeduced by the magnificent pro- 
miſes of the Court of Berlin, and its art- 
ful declarations, to which the circum- 
ſtances of the time added a new weight, 
had almoſt thrown. itſelf into the arms 
of this power. It conſidered it as its 
tutelary Divinity; its confidence was 
without bounds. Never was any ſitua- 
tion farther from diſtruſt ; without doubt 
we have had time to recover from an er- 
ror, which muſt have been fatal. Sub- 
ſequent events ſufficiently undeceived 

us, with reſpect to that ſort of intereſt 
which the Court of Berlin took in our 
affairs: but at the period that, under the 


influence 


"TW 9 
| influence of an illuſion; which amounts 
2 ed even to fanaticiſm, we abandoned or- 
4 | ſelves, without reſerve, to its counſels 
0 | and direction; we certainly did not de- Th 
| viate from our good faith by any diſho- 
1 nourable ſtep, and whoever affirms the 
| contrary, does us an injuſtice ; it would, 
| beſides, be abſurd to ſuppoſe that the Po- 


| liſh, at a moment when they appeared to 

| have the greateſt need of Pruffia, ſhould 

ö have choſen, as confidant of their diſtruſt 

| } 
| 


of that power, its intimate ally, In ſeeing 
England cloſely connected with Pruſſia, 
and embracing the ſame ſyſtem, to en- 
flave Holland, to excite this uſcleſs and 
bloody war, which has for four years 
deſolated one half of our hemiſphere, ta 


| involve Sweden in a fatal rupture, to en- 
= couraga 


(. 4 ) 


courage the Low Countries, and abandon 


them to deſolation; the Poliſh naturally 
ſuppoſed that they ought to aſſociate this 
Court in their connection with Pruſſia, 


and as, beſides, the alliance of England 


could not appear to them otherwiſe than 
as equally reſpectable and diſintereſted. 


They were very far from imagining that 


this power, as the firſt mark of its friend- 
ſhip, would perſuade them to make a ſa- 
crifice. 


We might eaſily paſs over the pom- 
pous deſeription, which the author has 
given of England, and the rank which 


he affigns it among the powers; but 


when leaning on his general ſyſtem, and 
animated with a prophetic ſpirit, he aſ- 
G ſures 
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( 42 ) 
ſures us, that the Court of London will, 


by its powerful influence, pacify all tho 


world, which it has put in combuſtion, 
it may be modeſtly replied, that in all 
probability the event will not juſtify his 


conjectures. With views ſo ſhort-ſighted, 


it would be prudent to decline preten- 
ſions to prophecy, till after the facts 


have taken place; our author would thus 


eſcape a ridicule which he has ſometimes 


incurred. The author ſays, that the 
convention of Reichenbach, in which 
our intereſts were forgotten, occaſioned 
the coolneſs of Poland towards England: - 
It is evident here, that he takes advantage 
of the contiguity in point of time, be- 
tween the convention of Reichenbach and 
the demand of Thorn and Dantzick, ſup- 
2 ported 


„ 
ported by the Court of London, in order 
to give probability to his ridiculous aſſer- 
tion, and deceive us with reſpect to the 
real and natural cauſe of this coolneſs. 


The author finds that Poland 1s ſtill too 
extenſive. Tooextenſive! had he demand- 
ed that he might be read without attention, 


he might, perhaps, have been ſparedthe re- 


proaches due to this indecent expreſſion : 
fortunately it comes from an anonymous 
writer ; had it fallen from a Miniſter, he 
might have been placed in a proper light, 
and denounced to mankind as an advocate 
of a new project of diſmemberment.— 
- ©, my fellow-citizens, when will you 
ceaſe to liſten to the perfidious voice of 
thoſe who ſeek only to render you the 

G 2 blind 
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( 44 ) 
blind inſtrument of their ambition, and 
victims of their intereſted views! | 


I paſs ſlightly over theſe points, to come 
to the examination of a plan, which is 
the principal obje& of the Memorial : 
England, Holland, Pruſſa, and Poland, 
ought to form political and commercial 
connections. That the two firſt may re- 
ceive the advantage of a commerce with 
Poland, the King of Pruſſia muſt dimi- 
niſh the duties of tranſportation : to in- 
duce him to this ſacrifice, the ceſſion of 


'Dantzick muſt be made to him : England 


ſhall guarantee the engagements of Pruſ- 
ſia to Poland, and identifying its own 
intereſts with thoſe of this laſt power, 
ſhall likewiſe guarantee its politicaal li- 


(04) 
berty. Such is the preciſe plan of the 
author. To demonſtrate its abſurdity, I 
ſhall follow his own arrangement, in a 
confidential note of a foreign miniſter, 
which he adopts. 


The alienation of England from 
* Ruſha, ſo juſt and well-founded.” 


In a country, in virtue of whoſe con- 
ſtitution the cabinet of the monarch is 
not the ſupreme council of the nation; 


in a country, where the murmurs and 


diſapprobation of the people have fre- 


quently forced the ſovereign to diſmiſs 
miniſters who abuſed his credulity, we 
may be allowed to conſider the ſenti- 


ments of the nation, as being very inde- 
pendent, 


( 46 ) 

pendent, and even diametrically oppoſite 
to thoſe of the Court : The Court of 
Ruſſia, full of its own dignity, and proud 
of its loyalty, {till more than of the na- 
tural advantage which it has over Eng- 
land, which cannot diſpenſe with its 
commerce, wiſhed to convince the Court 
of London, that a tone of haughtineſs 


and menaee, inſulting to all the world, 


is an exceſs of extravagance to a power, 
at leaſt, upon a footing of equality; but 
to a power of whom we ſtand in need, 
an enormous and unpardonable folly.— 
The treaty of commerce was not re- 
newed: but the Engliſh nation, though 
obliged, from the caprice of its Court, to 


pay larger duties than during that treaty, 


continued its commercial intercourſe with 
Ruſha, 


( 47 ) 
"Ruſſia, All acquainted with the ſtats 


of the ports of the Baltic, know that 


this intercourſe, inſtead of diminifhing 
from that period, has in every reſpect in- 
ereaſed. The Engliſh nation ſtill enjoys 
in Ruſſia the reſpect and confidence ac- 
quired by its probity, and former con- 
nections in that country. The Englith, 
ſo far from entertaining an averſion to 


Ruſſia, are to be found in the navy, in 


the army, in every line of ſervice under 


the Empreſs. In the laſt war with 
Sweden, officers of diſtinguiſhed merit 
in the En gliſh navy gave, aboard the Ruſ- 

ſian fleet, proofs of a zeal and courage 
' worthy of the moſt exalted patriots. 


Some carried their attachment to a pitch 


of the moſt ſublime heroiſm, and joined 
ö cheir 
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their fate with the immortality of Cathe« 
tine, by bedewing her laurels with their 
blood. As theſe cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have entered into the ſervice of Ruffia, 
from the inſtigation of the Court, it ap- 
pears that the Engliſh nation does not 
entertain for Ruſſia thoſe ſentiments 
which our author has thought proper to 
attribute to her. 


« Has induced to ſearch for means, to 
« oet rid of that fort of dependence mw 
« which ſhe has been long held by the 
monopoly of this power,” | 


11 is impoſſible to believe that the re- 
ſpectable perſon to whom this note is here 
aſcribed, ſhould have employed, on this 


occaſion, 


\ 


(49 ) 
occaſion, the word monopoly; either 


: the French tranflator-is miſtaken, or the 


editor is in fault. How can it be fup- 
poſed, that any perſon. at all acquainted 
with the nature of the tranſaction, would 
appropriate the odious term. monopoly, 
to the ſimple, vaſt, and free exchange 
which two nations make of their produce ? 
This expreſſion ought to diſguſt every 
man of ſenſe ; and a great nation, which 
has enriched England for two centuries, 
which opens a vaſt mart for the ſuper- 


 uous productions of its induſtry, and 


gives in exchange commodities indiſpen- 


ſably neceſſary to the other: a nation, 


which has regarded the Engliſh as their 


friends, and, in a light of preference to 
other ſtates, cannot but be ſenſibly hurt 


8 PEE 


E012 
to be treated as a monopoliſt in a pam- 
phlet.—If a great nation can deſcend to 


take notice of a pamphlet. 


Poland affords all that Ruſſia furniſhes. 
The aſſertion is much more eaſy than 
the proof. The author is here very far 
from diſcovering a juſt knowledge of our 
productions, and of thoſe of Ruſſia, and 
would find it very difficult to, ſhew us in | 
the liſt of the articles which we export, 
iron, cordage, ſeveral ſorts of Jeather, and 
hides, copper, ſoap, tallow, fails, &c. 
articles of the firſt importance, which 
not only we do not ſend to foreign parts, 
but with which we are chiefly ſupplied 
from Ruſſia; but even ſuppoſing that 
Poland poſſeſſes all thoſe ſorts of pro- 
ductions, which Ruſſia affords to Eng- 
land, 


( $51 ) 
land, would it be capable of furniſhing 
the enormous quantity of which Eng- 
land ſtands annually in need, and which 
it has ſo long imported from Ruſſia ? It 
is well known that there fail annually 
from the Ruſſian ports, a thouſand veſ- 
ſels, loaded for England. It is equally 
notorious, that except a part of our woods, 
which the tyranny of the Pruſſian cuſ- 
tom-houſes prevents from being removed 
from the country, all the other produc- 
tions of Poland are fold indifferently to 
the nations which frequent the Baltic. 


Poland muſt, then, every year, beſides 
its actual produce, be capable of furniſh- 
ing three thouſand cargoes to England; 
without that, England could only give 

Wa ir 


L 
it a moderate ſhare of its commerce, and 
in ſpite of che new treaty, muſt ill re- 
one muſt perceive how impoſlible it is 
we ſhould make fuch an effort. Were 
this enormous augmentation of our agri- 
culture poſſible, provided that, in order 
to double our population, we did not fow 
the teeth of Meduſa, it is evident that u 
muſt be the flow and uncertain effect of 
the ſucceſſive attention of ſeveral gene- 
rations. Before the partition, before | 
the Pruſſian exactions gave to our com- 
merce the mortal blow under which we 
ſtill groan, our agriculture flouriſhed, 
from the freedom which ſubſiſted of ex- 
portation. The port of Dantzick was 
open to the Engliſh, but their connection 
| With 


C 58 > 
with Ruffia no leſs exiſted ; hence we 
may conclude that it is fallacious, that 
England, by a connection with us, can 
diſpenſe with Ruſſia. 


« Pruſſia would not, perhaps, oppoſe 
&© theſe views, did it not apprehend the 
i derangement of a ſyſtem of finance, vi. 


„ crous and moeterate.” 


The note diſcloſes the reaſon which 
prevents Pruſſia from changing this 
ſyſtem. From the text it appears that 
the Court of Berlin is as ignorant of its 
true intereſt, as weak and inconſequential 
with regard to the proper meaſures of 


conduct. It is ſtrange, that in a note, 


written 


( 54 ) | 
written purpoſely to ſerve the intereſts 
of Pruſſia, that Court ſhould be repre- 


| - ſented as under the influence of ſenti- 


ments, but little calculated to inſpire 
confidence. There is reaſon to think 
that the Court of Berlin will be mortified 
to ſee its faults divulged by its friends, as 
there is likewiſe to ſuppoſe that the 
Courts of London and Warſaw, and the 
Miniſter whoſe note the author copies, 
who are not in the habit of printing 
their diſpatches, will be offended to ſee 
their views, and their moſt ſecret pro- 


ceedings, publiſhed in a Pamphlet. 


Me ought to * grateful to a Prince 
« who is willing to ſubmit to take in pieces 


e great machine, in order to ſubſlitute 


& another, 


( 
* another, with which he and his nation 
* are but little acquainted, and againſt 
64 which they might be ſuppoſed to entertain 
* many prejudices.” 


I am far from entertaining an opinion 
contrary to that of che note, reſpecting 
the defects of the Pruſſian ſyſtem. Few 
human inſtitutions have done ſo much 
miſchief to men, as the principles of the 
French government eſtabliſhed in Pruſ- 
ſia, have occaſioned to all the nations in- 
tereſted in the commerce of the Baltic, 
and to Pruſſia itſelf : But to pretend that 
theſe defects have not been perceived in 
Pruſſia, and that on the contrary, they 
are prejudiced againſt a remedy, of which, 
from their diſordered ſituation, the want 

has 
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( 56 ) 
has been ſo long felt, is to advance a fact, 
of which every thing concurs to prove 
the falſity. Let us only turn our eyes 
to the examination of an account given 
in to the King by Mr. de Launay, a piece 
printed in Pruſſia in 1789, with the 
approbation of goyernment. I cannot for- 
bear tranſcribing here ſome paſſages. © Ve 
« fbauld have ſuppoſed that Mr. de Launay 


mud paſs in filence the treaty of Po- 


« land, and its operations with re to 
©* tranſportation, fince neither are of any 
«© value. ff. As to the Poliſh tary, 
« qohich is fo exorbitant, it is well hnown 


that commerce has greatly faffered from 
it, and the Poliſh fince that time have 


« brought us only thoſe commodities with 
« which" it was phyſically impoſſible ta 
| 2 « elude 
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4 elude the Prufſian frontiers, every thing 
6 elſe has been diſpoſed of in a different 
gui; 4 circumflance obich obliges 
* adminifiration to become ſomewhat more 
1 pliable ; notwithſlanding Mr. de Lan- 
* nay, though well convinced of the miſ- 
"66 chiefs of the Polifh treaty, holds Den 
« as @ maſler-piece of bis ſublime policy. 
| « 2dly. It will not be denied, that the duties 
« of @ fivereign, derived from articles of 
commerce, are of very little conſequence, 
1 compared with the general advantages 
| # procured jo the country. Alas! the 
* eftates of the King, enjoyed formerly and 
** before the arrival of Mr. de Launay, 
all thoſe advantages of which he found 
66 means to deprive them. The fubjecs 
* of the King have fince that time loft mil- 
To I # lions, 


S SF 

« lions, and ſome of them, by the policy of 

« a French ſyſtem of government, are re- 

* duced to beggary. It is always good 

policy to impoſe large duties upon commo- 

4 dities, when' it is abſolutely impoſſible io 

& convey theſe commodities by a different 
route. But whenever the exact trader 

« finds in his calculation his profit, and 

„ the means of defraying another route, 

&« he is not deterred by the circumſtance that 

&« it is leſs direct, and is not flupid enough 9 

6% to paſs through a country where, without 


_*M „ reckoning the enormous expence, he it 

1 oppreſſed and harraſſed by a thouſand 

Z —*#. cireumftances of vexation on the part of 

| | « the clerks of the exciſe and cuſtoms, 

& | Ge.“ 
| 


Such 
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Such are the confeſſions made by a 
. commiſſion, eſtabliſhed by the Court of 
Pruſſia, Nothing more, I think, is ne- 
oeſſary to prove, that the nation and go- 
vernment have both been long convinced 
in Pruſſia of the defects of their ſyſtem 
of finance. . Poland impoveriſhed, and 
forced to abandon a part of its reſources ; 
Pruſſia deprived of duties which were a 
ſoutce of its opulence ; and unfortunate 
Dantzick ruined, have long called loud- 
ly . out againſt this miſchievous ſyſtem, 
the offspring of a complete ignorance of 
principles, and of a ſordid and ruinous 
intereſt. The Pruſſian government avows 
to the world its vices, and does not cor- 
ret them. O, my. fellow-cuizens ! 
ſuch is the power which you have choſen 


I 2 as 


( 6 ) 
as à friend, as à protector, in which you 
have wiſhed to place all your confidence ! 
I do not wiſh to entrap you by captious 
reaſoning, I lay before your eyes facts, 
whoſe authenticity cannot be diſputed. 


« It is neceſſary, then, to proceed with 
« a great deal of mildneſt and precaution 
« in order to perſuade the King of Pruſſia 
i adopt a _diſſtent ſyſtem of finance, 
außen it cannot be proved to him that ht 
© will find his advantage in the change.” | 


If regard for its own intereſts cannot 
perſuade the Court of Pruſſia to change 
a ſyſtem, of whoſe defects it is ſo deeply 
ſenſible, can we hope that it will make 
ſuch a ſacrifice to the intereſts of Poland? 

| But, 


( 6r ) 

But, ſay they; the poſſeſſſon of Dantzich 
will be a compenſation. How can a city 
without territory, without revenue, with- 
out induſtry, peopled almoſt ſolely by 
merchants and- porters; a city which al- 
ready pays to Pruffia an exorbitant im- 
poſt on its food, on its liquors, on all irs 
articles of conſumption, fill up the ſenſi- 
ble void which the loſs of the Poliſh du- 
ties of paſſage will for ſome years occa- 
ſion in the revenue of Pruſſia. But 
Dantzick is become wretehed, and deſ- 
perate, by the ſovereignty of the Repub- 
lic, ſays mate loudly the author. 


% 
* 


The aſſertion, ſo far from deſerving to 


be credited, is an inſult to reaſon and hu- 
manity. Dantzick, formerly ſo flou- 
2 riſhing 
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riſhing and happy, which from ten mil 
lions of ducats, which it had annually 
in circulation, before the Pruſſian inva- 
ſion, is reduced to three; Dantzick, I 
fay, is ruined by the cruel and oppreſſive 
ſyſtem of Pruſſian finance. As we can- 


not get this city into our own power, 


reaſoned they to themſelves, we muſt ruin 
it, and they have ſucceeded; but Dant- 
zick, the object of oppreſſion and tyran- 
ny, is fill in a better ſituation than Koe- 
nigſberg, Stettin, and all the other ports 
protected and favoured by the Pruſſian 
government, in whoſe poſſeſſion they are; 
Dantzick, paſſing under the Pruſſian 
yoke, would loſe ſtill the little which 
remains to it. The baſis on which the 


trader founds his confidence, is the ſecu- 
Fall dye 
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rity, the liberty which his correſpondent 
enjoys, and the wiſdom and ſtability of 


the laws by which he is governed. Smug- | 


glers alone riſque all, in order to gain 
ſomething. * The enlightened ſpeculator 
prefers a moderate, but certain, gain, to 


the allurement of an immenſe profit, 
which puts him every moment in appre- 


henſion for his capital. Since a Launay 
could deſtroy the Pruſſian commerce, 
and completely reverſe the ſyſtem on 
which the foreign traders, connected with 
Ruſſia, had calculated their operations, 
the preſent government will do well to 
adopt other principles, which may enſure 


to nations that another Launay ſhall not 


make his appearance, and effectuate a 


ſecond change. Without doubt, theſe 
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It is not, then, to have a compenſa- 
tion for the ſacrifice, which they wiſh 
to make in our fayour, that they demand 
of us Dantzick: it is only to have it, if 
the Court of Pruſſia choſe to change its 
financial ſyſtem, which it long ſince 
might, and ought to have done. It is 
abſurd to tell us, that it will do for our 
accommodation, what it has not done 
for its own immediate advantage. I go 
farther : It is evidently proved to this 
Court, that it is for the intereſt of its 
finances that Dantzick remain free; but 
it wiſhes to obtain poſſeſſion of this city, 
becauſe it ſuits its political views, becauſe it 
firmly contents its territories, becauſe it 
completely ſhuts up the unfortunate Po- 
land, outof whoſelofles chiefly the Pruſſian 


SK 1 monarchy 
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monarchy has been formed. The day 
will, perhaps, come, when it ſhall be faid | 
to the Poliſh, as now to the inhabitants 
of Dantzick ; Your liberty is the ſource 
of your poverty and misfortunes, ſubmit 
to the yoke, and be happy. The Pruf- 
ſian government perceives well, that the 
exiſtence of the tyrannical cuſtom-houſes 
of Fordam and Fahr- Waſſer, is pteca· 
rious; it foreſees a thoufand political cir · 
cumſtances, which, to an enlightened ob- 
bumiliating oppreflions. By the poſſeſ- 
ſion of Dantzick, it is deſirous to conſo- 
lidate its uſurpation. At preſent, O Po- 
liſh! it promiſes you every thing ; you 
| know what the fame Court promiſed us 
2 at 


6 ** 

at the treaty of 1775; you know like- 
wiſe, how on eyery occaſion, it has kept 
them to obſerye the engagements of a 
contract fo unequal? Should Dantzick, 
which. is demanded beforehand from the 
Republic, in exchange for advantages pro- 
miſed to its commerce, once fall into 
the hands of Pruſſia, would Poland be 
able to reſume it, if Pruſſia neglected 
ta fulfil its part of the engagement? 


But, fays the author,. As the Court 
4 of Berlin will derive from the new ſyf- 
« tem a great part of its revenue, it can 

(+: av: longer Kunk of retreating.” 
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I again Ll to the valuable paſſage 
of the Examination of the account of 
Launay, already quoted. Pruſſia, before 
che French ſyſtem, was on the ſame 
footing which is now propoſed. The 


blind avarice of its financiers ſlighting 


real advantages, was productive of errors, 
vrhoſe conſequences muſt always be fatal. 
The ſame cauſes may again produce the 


ſame effects. An ignorant or perfidious 


Miniſter, who ſhall perſuade his Maſter 


to double the duties, and the tranfit may 
juſtify his advice, by the receipt of- the 
firſt two or three years, becauſe to turn 
a great commerce from its eſtabliſhed 
channel, is not the work of a moment; 
but the miſchief will not be leſs effectu- 
ally done, and the falſe ſucceſs with 


which 


| 69. Wh". 
which the agent of power may at firſt. 
applaud himſelf, will ſerve only to ren- 


der the wound more deep. If indivi- 


duals, and nations, were ſufficiently taught 
by the experience of paſt generations, 


the world long ſince would only havg | 


been inhabited by ſages. 


But England will guarantee, &c. it is 
faid in the note. Nothing can be more 
brilliant or new, than the idea of ſuch a 
guarantee. In order to have its effect, 
Pruſſia muſt conſent to have an Engliſh 
cCornmiſſioner inſpector in all the cuſtom- 
houſes, for nobody is ignorant by how 
many cavils, and petty arts, a dextrous 
financier can harraſs commerce, without 

N the legal and apparent tax. 
| Pruſſia 


exact obſervance of ity engagements, 


KW 
Fruſſia will quietly ſuffer in the boſom 
of its ſtates, ſtrangers to watch over the 


upon the ſmalleſt infraction of the treaty, 
the Englich commilſiones, armed with 
tin che terrible dignity of juſtice, and with | 
the tone which ſuits the ſtern repreſens 
tative of a domineering power, will inti- 
mate to, the monareh, guilty of the infrac- 
dan, the hic Hans deliberg. They will 
tremble at his awful voice, grievances, will 
be redroſſed, juſtice will reſume its courſe, 
and. Pruſſia, ſubmiſſixe to the inſtructions 
of its maſters, in reſpocting the faith of 
twenties, will, afford to the world an in- 
ſtance of unenampled docility. And they 
ſuppoſe vou, O, Poliſh, ! weak enough to 
be deegized. by ſuch, chimeras, 


66 But 
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„ „ 
ut there is nothing more ſacred t 
by Ms than futh engagements ; there 

is heh nothing more valuable fo 
e l rn Mather prof 
86 75 neceſſary than the three millions, 
« which it has juſt now expended, in 
0 ſapport of an intereft of this nature in 
&« the South Sea.“ 


| In England, an ambitious Miniſter, 
who wiſhes to divert the eyes of the 
people from the examination of his ope- 
rations, to put himſelf in a capacity to 
arm for his ſecret views, or to manage a 

reſource, in order to have means, always 
| Kadb an expedient, on which he can re- 
ly, by pretending grievances againſt Spain 

or France, and by declaring to the na- 


tion, 


(72) 
tion, the probability or neceſſity of a wat 
againſt theſe powers. The ſtrong ſen- 
timent of averſion which the Engliſh 


. imbibe with their milk againſt theſe two 
rivals, and natural enemies, by concen- 


tering their whole attention in one ob- 
ject, is of admirable uſe to the Miniſter, 
not only to baffle oppoſition, which is 
never ſufficiently formidable to reſiſt the 
will of the Court, but to ſuppreſs the 
voiceof the ſage, who would preſume to 
explore the intricate . labyrinth of . in- 
trigue, by the light of reaſon and hu- 
manity. The colliſion between the in- 
tereſts of England and thoſe of France 
and Spain, however ſmall it may be at 
the commencement of a difference, al- 

| ways 
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| ways becomes greater, from the conti- 


nual operation of thoſe important in- 


tereſts, which form the baſis of their 
rivalry. 'Thus, though the pretext of a 


war between them may be light, the 


iſſue of it may always be fatal. 


What difference with Pruflia ? I have 


proved above, that the Poliſh commerce 
by Pruſſia would not, for a long time, 
become an object to England. Beſides, 
there is neither rivalry, nor oppoſition of 
intereſt with Pruſſia, whom, on the con- 
trary, in the actual order of things, it 
muſt conſider as its natural ally on the 
continent. The pretext of an augmen- 
tation of impoſts, which a Sovereign can 
always juſtify, by a thouſand reaſons of 

| * ſtate, 
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ſtate, of which it would be extraordi- 
nary, that a foreign nation ſhould pre- 


tend to demand account, cannot but ap- 
pear abſurd: It would be ridiculous and 
extravagant to engage England to un- 
dertake a war of that ſort, which it muſt 
ſupport againſt Pruſſia. For a century 
paſt, a number of wars have been ſhun- 
ned in Europe, by a comparative calcu- 
lation of forces. In conſequence of this 
calculation, England and Spain were in- 
duced to terminate their differences about 
Nootka peaceably, by a convention. But 
what calculation can take place between 


England and Pruſſia, which is not a ma- 


ritime power? A war on the continent 
has always been conſidered as impolitic 
and ruinous to England, even while it 


2 Was 
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Was aſſiſted by powerful allies. In break- 
ing with its intimate ally, it would be 
obliged to ſupport a war ſingly, and the 
Electorate of Hanover would fall an eaſy 


and convenient prey to the enormous ſu- 
periority of the Pruſſian forces, 


| In order to be reſpected, it is not ſuffi- 


cient to have conſiderable forces. It is 
neceffary, likewiſe, to be in a ſituation 
to employ them with advantage againſt 
the enemy. The Emperor of China has 
almoſt 100 millions of ſubjects, and ar- 
mies, and revenues in proportion, yet, 
mould he pretend to ſpeak in a dictato- 
rial tone to the Auſtrians, the Poliſh, 
the King of Sardinia, in ſpite of all his 

L 2 Chineſe 
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Chineſe gravity, they would have rea- 


ſon to laugh at his extravagance. 


They have long wiſhed to make us 
believe, by confidential notes, friendly 
letters (a new ſpecies of political decep- 
tion, invented and practiſed with ſucceſs 
by the Court of a free nation) that Eng- 
land is going to make war with Ruſſia, 
if it will not conſent, upon the terms 
which it propoſes, to make peace with 
the Turks, It will not, perhaps, be 
amiſs, to glance upon this topic, which 
is by no means foreign to the preſent ſub- 
jet. I ſuppoſe that Sweden, and eſpe- 
cally | Denmark, which, without doubt, 
are in poſſeſſion of the keys of the Baltic, 


entirely 
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entirely forgetting their proper intereſts, 
would allow theſe dangerous viſitors to 
enter into a ſea, which has always been 
their property, as well as that of Ruſſia, 
and conſent to ſet this fatal example. I 
ſuppoſe that the Court of London, ne- 
glecting the intereſts of that immenſe 
commerce, which the nation carries on 
with Ruſſia, would permit itſelf to 
plunge in miſery and ruin an infinite 
number of families, whoſe intereſts, com- 
plicated for ages, would require years, 
in order to be liquidated. 


I ſuppoſe, in fine, that Ruſſia, which 
has fifty good ſhips of the line, almoſt in 
a ſtate to fight and conquer, as has been 
lately ſeen, ſhould not chuſe to engage 

with 
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with its maſters in navigation, and ſhut 
up its fleets in docks ; what could the 
Engliſh ſhips do in the Baltic, to bring 
the Empreſs to terms? The ports of 
Riga, of Revel, and of Cronſtadt, are, 
without doubt, ſufficiently guarded from 
their attacks. Should they attempt to 
throw ſome bombs there; they might 
moſt likely fall upon an Engliſh ware- 
houſe or factory; but it never can be 
ſuppoſed, that their effe& could influence 
the ſyſtem of the Court of Peterſburgh. 


Judge, then, O Poliſh! what value 
you are to ſet on the Englith guarantee. 
They tell you, in the confidential note, 
that you ought to be fatisfied with it; 


but as you do not need it, and its effi- 
| cacy 
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cacy is ſomewhat doubtful, you may re- 
turn thanks to a haughty Court, which 
demands of you a cruel ſacrifice, as the 
price of an uſeleſs protection. The 
author, by a reaſoning equally abſurd and 
wicked, pretends, in a note, page 6, to 
make us believe, that the Diet had no 
right to declare the domains of the Crown 
unalienable; for we are not to learn that 
the Sovereign, in every country, can 
revoke the laws, which he has made. 
Without confidering how offenſive this 
propoſition is to the legiſlative body of 
the Republic, I will advance another, 
which, no doubt, will appear ſtrange to 
our author, who does not ſeem very well 
acquainted with the principles of public 
right. A nation has the right to cede a 


conqueſt ; 


1 
* 
conqueſt; it can cede any acquiſitions 
which is not admitted by the Conſtitu- 
tion, to form part of the general body 
of the ſtate : But no nation in any poſſi- 
ble caſe (that of force excepted) has, or 
can have the right to cede an effential part 
of the ſtate, without e conſent of thoſe 
whom it wiſhes to disjoin from its body, 
becauſe the union of the different provinces 
ſuppoſes a tacit contract, if it is not expreſ- 
ſed between each of them and the great 
body of the ſtate, which cannot be broken 


except by the moſt flagrant injuſtice, 


without the mutual agreement of both 
parties; and as a province, which ſepa- 
rates from its head, the Republic, is treat- 
ed as rebel to the ſtate, the Republic 


which abandons a province, ought to be 
conſi- 
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conſidered as a rebel to a member of its 
own ſtate. The nature of my work does 
not permit me to enlarge upon this idea; 
an example will make it more clear. No- 
body will conteſt the right of the United 
States to diſpoſe at their pleaſure of the 
territory of the ſtate; but if ſix of the 
ſeven provinces ſhould be of opinion to 
cede Gueldres, who would call the tranſ- 
action juſt and lawful? The baſis of all 
ſocieties is the ſame, they differ only in 
forms, and this example may apply to 
every other ſtate. 


Dantzick- is a free city, which has for 
ages acknowledged the ſovereignty of the 
Republic, which has always been faith- 
ful in its engagements to Poland ; the 

M Repub- 
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Republic would then be unjuſt to with- 
draw from it its protection. 


Dantzick, by the honeſty of its inha- 
bitants, by their credit, by their induſ- 
try, has cauſed to flouriſh for ages the 
agriculture and comtnerce of Poland. 
The Republic would be guilty of the 


blackeſt ingratitude to a faithful vaſlal, 


if it abandoned it to the yoke with which 


it is now threatened, 


Dantzick 1s the only opening which 
remains to Poland to the Baltic ; a thou- 
ſand political combinations, eaſily fore- 
ſeen, may break thoſe cruel fetters with 
which it is at preſent ſhackled; but if we 
once cede it, we can never hope to re- 
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cover it. The Republic would commit 
an unpardonable fault in politics, if it con» 
tributed to conſolidate the chain - with 
which it is ſurrounded. 


The Republic cannot, and ought not 
to lend ear to any propoſition, the object 
of which is the ceſſion of Dantzick. 
Such is the concluſion of my reaſoning. 


The preſent Diet has not given to Po- 
| land an army, a revenue, an adminiſtra- 
tion, to ſeal its operations by a baſeneſs, 
which would diſgrace it in the eyes of 
che world, and render it the object of the 
contempt and curſes of its country, to 
the lateſt poſterity, It ought to diſtruſt 
thoſe who adyiſe it to a ſtep contrary io 
590 M2 its 


5 | 
its own glory, and the welfare of the 
nation, Such is the ſummary of my re- 


marks. 


No reply would be neceſſary to the 
aſſertion of the author, that England is 
ſo enlightened, reſpecting its own affairs, 
if from this principle he did not deduce 
a conſequence humiliating to us. But 
a nation, which in the ſpace of fifteen 
years has' loſt America, has ſeen Ireland 
almoſt entirely ſhake off its connection, 
its debt increaſe to a ſum, which ſtrikes 
with terror the moſt vaſt imagination; a 
nation which has allowed to be formed 
under its eyes, the tyrannical eſtabliſh- 
ment of exciſe, to which the moſt en- 


lightened politicians announce, if it do not 
* open 
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open its eyes, inevitable bankruptcy, the 
loſs of the remainder of its poſſeſſions in 
the two Indies, and what is ſtill more 
irreparable, the loſs of that ſhadow of 
liberty which it till preſerves, appears, 
on the contrary, too little enlightened re- 
ſpecting its own affairs, to underſtand 
rightly thoſe of others. When he adds, 
addreſſing the Poliſh, that the Engliſh 
are better judges of our proper line of 
conduct than ourſelves, he inſults us in 
a manner the moſt indecent; if ſuch an 
expreſſion had eſcaped a native of Poland, 
ſo bad a citizen would deſerve to be for 
ever excluded from the boſom. of a coun- 
try, which he dares ſo unworthily to 
aſperſe : but if it was an Engliſhman, it 
might be ſaid to him, do you ſuppoſe to 

| engage 


| «OY bo * * 
— — ——— — — — 


_ 22 — "> - a; 


( 86 ) 
engage the confidence of a people by 
expreſſians of contempt and inſult? No! 
it could not be an Engliſhman! An 
Engliſhman never n * 


3 


I might here conſider what the author 
fays of the. hoſtile intentions of Ruſſia 
towards our country ; but as on a ſubject 


ſo weighty and prefling, I do not with 
to hazard the utility of my performapce, 


by diſcovering any opinion - contrary to 
what is generally received, I will allow 


| myſelf only to remark, that Ruſlia, tri- 


umphant in every quarter, Ruſſia, which 
we have . offended a hundred different 
ways, which has 100,000 men. on our 


confines, which, at the approaching peace, 


will, 


4 bi 
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will, according to all appearance, have 
in its hands the deſtiny of the half of 
Poland, ſince it will poſſeſs the empire 
of the Black Ses, and thoſe / tivers by 
which our commerce may communicate 
with it; Ruſſia, I fay, leaves us quiet, 
purchaſes the commodities of our Uk- 
raine, without exacting any impoſt, re- 
quires of us no ſacrifice, and does not 
inſult us, by intriguing againſt us, under 
the veil of friendſhip, and counteraQs 
ing our proceedings. 


The author, in fine, opens to our eyes 

a ſplendid proſpe& 3 a place among the 
independent powers, the title of ſiſter, 
(which no Court has ever 'refuſed us,) 
and an invitation to accede to the grand 
23 federa- 


40) 

federative chain, which ought to confirm 
and ſecure the peace of our hemiſphere. 
It is diverting, that the author . ſhould 
have given the credit of the-plan of this 
federative chain to the Court of London, 
and might afford a happy ſubject of mirth, 
| if from reaſoning we were inclinable to 
deſcend to pleaſantry. | 


The idea of a perpetual peace, which 
aloue would be ſufficient to recommend 
to mankind the eſtimable memory of a, 
good King, and that of the virtuous Abbe 
de S. Pierre, this auguſt and ſublime 
idea will never be any thing elſe, as has 
been faid, but a dream of ſuſceptible 
minds, except one of the comets which 
they announce to us, in paſſing over our 
| ſyſtem, 


- (#) 
ſyſtem, abſorbed by its propitious influ- 


ence, ſome of thoſe fatal paſſions, which 


are finally the cauſe 'of all wats; the 
treaties of nations will continue only to 
be trucks, and ambition and avarice will 


but too frequently, for the deſtruction 


of men, kindle diſcord from its dormant 
aſhes; | | 


1 have ſometimes, perhaps, in the 
courſe of this work, expreſſed myſelf 
at random: to my country I conſi- 
dered that I owed the tribute of my ſen- 
timents, and powerfully imprefſed with 
the truth of my aſſertions, have been, 
perhaps, too careleſs of the terms in 
which they were conveyed. . The au- 
thot of the Memorial, who does not 

| N adhere 
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adhere ſtrictly to truth, has ſet, however, 
an example of moderation, and conceal- 
ing his name, has encouraged me to 
write with freedom. With regard to my DJNE 
own name, which could add no weight to 
my work, I will obſerve the like ſecrecy. 
The author of the Memorial is at liberty 
to reply ; nor ſhall I, for certain reaſons, 4 i - 
be much diſturbed with any reproaches 
which may proceed from that quarter, 


THE END. 
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